
THE EAST WALNUT HILLS ASSEMBLY
MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, October 2, 2024 at 7:00 PM
St. Francis de Sales School Cafeteria

Agenda Item Discussion Vote
Welcome Jeff Butterbaugh, President of the EWHA Board, called the Monthly meeting

to order at approximately 7:02 p.m. Approximately 30 people attended the
meeting in person. No Zoom option was provided.

None

1. Cincinnati Police
Report

Officer Perry Locke presented the crime statistics for September.
Crime Noted:
1 Aggravated Assault
1 Burglary/Breaking & Entering,
5 Theft from Auto,
3 Auto Theft, and
5 Personal Thefts.

Officer Locke called attention to outdoor house lights. Check to ensure they
are working now since it is getting dark earlier and will soon get cold.
Additionally, don’t leave any items of perceived value inside the car and
remember to bring in key fobs. Both help prevent crime and theft.

Several assembly members raised the concern of the intersection of Heatherhill
and Taft. With the increased security presence, it makes sightlines pulling onto
Taft extremely difficult. Officer Locke encouraged everyone to be extra
diligent and will try to monitor for speeding along Taft.

Officer Perry Locke: 513-979-4433; Email: perry.locke@cincinnati-oh.gov;
Supervisor, Sergeant Sellers: 513-979-4470

None

2. Cincinnati Fire
Department - Station
23

Captain Brad Jackson presented an update for September.
The vast majority of calls were EMS related. There were also 27 calls for fires.

Captain Jackson noted that Sunday, October 6 begins Fire Prevention Week.
This year the Fire Department is emphasizing the importance of having
working smoke detectors and CO detectors. It is always good practice to check
that your detectors have working batteries. Check the city’s website for more
information around Fire Prevention activities.
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/fire/fire-prevention/fire-prevention-week/

None

3. Bush Recreation
Center Report

Jeff Butterbaugh provided an update on Vanessa Henderson’s behalf.

The following pickleball activities continue to take place at the Center.
- Thursday and Friday nights 6-8PM – Indoor Pickleball play
- Tuesday nights 6-8PM – Instructional Pickleball (beginners)

Two additional seasonal events will take place in October.
- Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 26 from 1-3PM in the St Ursula

School parking lot
- Family Movie Night on Friday, October 25 from 6:30-8:30PM

See informational flyer for more detailed information and additional events.

None

4. Assembly Minutes A quorum of Assembly Board members was present for the meeting.

The June 5 meeting minutes were approved, as submitted.

The September 4 meeting minutes were approved, subject to the following
amendments: Attach meeting agenda, Treasurer’s report, and crime statistics.
Additionally, redact personal emails from the sign in sheet before posting.

June 5 and
September 4
meeting minutes
approved subject
to the
amendments
noted

mailto:perry.locke@cincinnati-oh.gov
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/fire/fire-prevention/fire-prevention-week/


5. Treasurer’s Report Vince Accorinti presented. The September 2024 Treasurer’s Report was posted
to the website prior to the meeting. There was nothing out of the ordinary for
September and we continue to see strong parking revenue.

None

6. Proposed
Community Budget
Request Projects

Ryan Crane presented. Community councils can put forward a maximum of
three specific asks to the city’s Department of Transportation and Engineering
for roadway infrastructure projects to be considered for improvement. The
committee is recommending three submissions:

1. Conceptual design and pre-engineering work for improvements to
Victory Parkway north of McMillian

2. Conceptual design and pre-engineering work for the redesign of the
Taft-Moorman intersection and other traffic calming measures on Taft
from Columbia Parkway to Woodburn

3. Conceptual design and pre-engineering work for East McMillan
between Victory Parkway and Woodburn, including the crosswalk in
front of Saint Ursula Academy.

The full submissions are attached below.

Ryan requested a letter of support from the Assembly to accompany the
submissions. The Assembly approved.

Approved
submission of 3
Community
Budget Request
Projects

7. Communications Communications for the membership drive will be sent out mid to late
November. However, anyone can renew online at any time.

None

8. San Marco Pocket
Park

The Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing Association (CMHA) will provide
further improvement of the grounds around the Pocket Park, which is expected
to be completed by December 2, 2024.

None

9. Development
Committee

Stephen Ramos reported on several projects in the neighborhood.

The William Howard Taft Properties at Taft and Ashland Ave is being
developed by Brad Lauck. Brad will update DCDC members within the month
on his potential plans for the properties.

The Woodburn Exchange is fully occupied and the developer will share
updates on future phases and address the rundown condition of the former
“union” building adjacent to Palette Studios.

DCDC members are investigating historic historic boundaries on Madison
Road to preserve properties like the former fire station building and the
Woodburn Neighborhood Business District Historic Guidelines regarding the
It’s About Hair building that recently went up for sale.

The former UC property is still for sale, and the county appears ready to leave
the MRDD building as well.

The Seven Hills School recently announced their plans to leave the Doherty
campus and consolidate at the Hillsdale campus. Neighbors asked to keep an
eye on how it progresses.

None

10. Farmers’s Market Deb Dereshkevich reported. There are only 4 weeks left of the Farmer’s
Market for the season. Come out and support the local vendors. The market
will be closing down Clayton from 3-8PM on October 24 for a market festival.

None

11. Business
Association (BA)

Sara Siefring reported. For any EWH business owners, the BA meeting time
was moved to 7PM on the 3rd Monday of every month.

Winterfest will be held on Dec 13-14 with lots of fun winter activities.

None

12. Events
Committee

The Owls’ Nest Fall Jamfest is to be held on Saturday, October 5th, 2024 from
2-6PM.

None



13. EWH Assembly
Code of Regulations

Freeman Durham presented proposed amendments to the EWH Assembly
Code of Regulations (i.e. bylaws). Copies of the amended changes were also
available for pickup. The changes included more inclusive language, as
required to maintain NSP funding. Freeman also used the opportunity to
cleanup some of the other language. The changes were presented. There will
then be a special meeting next November, directly before the EWH Assembly
Meeting on November 6, 2024 to vote on the proposed changes.

None at this time

14. Open Forum One item was shared.

An attendee asked everyone to be aware of the dog poop that is left in public
places around the neighborhood. The recommendation was to join the
Beautification committee to work through a solution. Other members
recommended looking into bag dispense containers with garbage cans
throughout the neighborhood to help encourage everyone to clean up after their
dogs.

None

Adjournment There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. None

Assembly meeting prereading: Agenda, Police EWH Crime Statistics, August 2024 Treasurer’s Report, Proposed
Community Budget Request Projects, and Proposed Amendments to the Code of Regulation for The East Walnut

Hills Assembly.

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLYWILL TAKE PLACE ON NOVEMBER 6th AT 7:00 P.M.
Meetings will take place at the St. Francis de Sales School cafeteria.

Submitted by Brandi Yoder, Secretary
Become a voting member of the Assembly by going to https://eastwalnuthills.org and signing up.



EAST WALNUT HILLS ASSEMBLY AGENDA
Oct 2, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.

St. Francis De Sales School Cafeteria

1. City Department Presentations
a. Cincinnati Police Department Officer Perry Locke
b. Cincinnati Fire Department
c. Bush Recreation Center, CRC Center Coordinator Vanessa Henderson

2. Approval of Minutes from the Assembly Meetings on June 5, 2024 & Sep 4, 2024

3. Treasurer’s Report Vince Accorinti

4. Community Budget Request Proposals for Vote Infrastructure Chair: Ryan Crane
a. Taft Moorman Intersection
b. Victory Pkwy north of East McMillan
c. East McMillan

5. Committee Reports Various Committee Chairs

6. Distribution of Proposed Bylaw Update (vote Nov 6) Jeff Butterbaugh

Adjournment

Next regular meeting
East Walnut Hills Assembly

Annual Meeting / Regular Monthly Meeting
November 6, 2024 at 7:00 pm
St. Francis De Sales School Cafeteria

Reach out to the EWHA Board at: info@eastwalnuthills.org
Membership – To join go to www.eastwalnuthills.org

Follow Your Neighborhood on Facebook: EastWalnutHills

Follow Your Neighborhood on Instagram: @EastWalnutHills

http://www.eastwalnuthills.org
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EAST WALNUT HILLS ASSEMBLY Monthly Report 
8/1/2024 . 8/31/2024 

Annual 
Budget 

7/1/2024 
Category 6/30/2025 
INCOME 
Membership Dues 9,550.00 
Grants 20,500.00 
Other Contributions 250.00 
Parking Revenue 57,500.00 
Event Income 0.00 
Sales 0.00 
Other 0.00 

TOTAL INCOME 87,800.00 
EXPENSES 
Outreach 12,500.00 
Administration 1,535.00 
Business Association 17,229.00 
Beautification 23,405.00 
Event Committee 7,850.00 
Woodburn Parking Lot 12,600.00 
Madison Parking Lot 11,300.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES 86,419.00 

OVERALL TOT AL 1,381.00 

Month Year to Date 

8/1/2024 
8/31/2024 

40.00 
0.00 
0.00 

12,874.79 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

12,914.79 

946.97 
390.46 

0.00 
0.00 

750.00 
68.26 

125.18 

2,280.87 

10,633.92 

7/1/2024 
8/31/2024 

80.00 
2,375.00 

0.00 
20,939.79 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

23,394.79 

1,651.97 
391.92 
835.00 

0.00 
750.00 
145.98 
291.05 

4,065.92 

19,328.87 

BALANCE SHEET (Month) 
7/31/2024 8/31/2024 Net Change 

Operating Account 26,742.92 25,543.65 -1,199.27 
Madison Parking Lot Acct (Restricted) 23,066.79 28,169.53 5,102.74 
Woodburn Lot Acct 79,070.40 85,963.04 6,892.64 
Business Association Acct 10,144.04 10,144.04 0.00 
Business Association PayPal 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Cash 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Advance to DCDC 152.09 -10.10 -162.19 
Rainbow Building Promissory Note 20,924.04 20,924.04 0.00 

TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS 160,100.28 170,734.20 10,633.92 

BALANCE SHEET (Year to Date) 
6/30/2024 8/31/2024 Net Change 

Operating Account 24,018.96 25,543.65 1,524.69 
Madison Parking Lot Acct (Restricted) 20,691.97 28,169.53 7,477.56 
Woodburn Lot Acct 73,623.81 85,963.04 12,339.23 
Business Association Acct 10,979.04 10,144.04 -835.00 
Business Association PayPal 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Cash 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Advance to DCDC 162.19 -10.10 -172.29 
Rainbow Building Promissory Note 21,929.36 20,924.04 -1,005.32 

TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS 151,405.33 170,734.20 19,328.87 



East Walnut Hills 

 The East Walnut Hills Assembly , Inc.  CINCINNATI , OHIO 
 PO Box 68050  www.eastwalnuthills.org 

Cincinnati, OH 45206 
 

October 4, 2024 
 
By electronic mail only 
Maria Dienger 
Senior City Planner 
City of Cincinnati / Department of City Planning and Engagement 
Two Centennial Plaza 
805 Central Avenue, Suite 720 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
RE: East Walnut Hills Community Budget Request 
Dear City Planning Staff: 
My name is Ryan Crane and I am the Chair of the Pedestrian Safety and Infrastructure 
Committee for The East Walnut Hills Assembly, Inc., which is the community council for the 
East Walnut Hills neighborhood. At the monthly meeting of the membership of the Assembly on 
Wednesday, October 2, we presented the following project for submission to the Community 
Budget Request process: 
“The East Walnut Hills Assembly requests the support of the Department of Transportation and 
Engineering for conceptual design and pre-engineering work for additional improvements to East 
McMillan between Victory Parkway and Woodburn, especially in front of Saint Ursula 
Academy. 

This area seems high volumes of commuter traffic and speeding, potentially due to the second 
eastbound travel lane. This area also sees a high degree of pedestrian foot traffic as the Saint 
Ursula campus incorporates both sides of the street, requiring students to cross East McMillan 
multiple times per day. In early September 2024, a student was struck in a marked crosswalk 
when a car ran a red light. 

We request the DOTE evaluate this area for additional traffic calming and pedestrian safety 
improvements, including potentially bump outs/curb extensions or a raised crosswalk. The 
DOTE could even consider removal of the second eastbound travel lane or conversion of that 
lane into a dedicated school access right turn lane for Saint Ursula, if permissible within 
engineering regulations and standards of practice.” 

  



Upon motion and second, the Membership of the East Walnut Hills Assembly voted to support 
this Community Budget Request. 
We sincerely appreciate your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Butterbaugh 
President, East Walnut Hills Assembly 
 

 Ryan Crane 
 Chair, Infrastructure and Pedestrian Safety Committee 



East Walnut Hills 

 The East Walnut Hills Assembly , Inc.  CINCINNATI , OHIO 
 PO Box 68050  www.eastwalnuthills.org 

Cincinnati, OH 45206 
 

October 4, 2024 
 
By electronic mail only 
Maria Dienger 
Senior City Planner 
City of Cincinnati / Department of City Planning and Engagement 
Two Centennial Plaza 
805 Central Avenue, Suite 720 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
RE: East Walnut Hills Community Budget Request 
Dear City Planning Staff: 
My name is Ryan Crane and I am the Chair of the Pedestrian Safety and Infrastructure 
Committee for The East Walnut Hills Assembly, Inc., which is the community council for the 
East Walnut Hills neighborhood. At the monthly meeting of the membership of the Assembly on 
Wednesday, October 2, we presented the following project for submission to the Community 
Budget Request process: 
“The East Walnut Hills Assembly requests support from the Department of Transportation and 
Engineering for conceptual design and pre-engineering work on a redesign of the Taft-Moorman 
intersection and consideration of other traffic calming measures on W.H. Taft Road from 
Columbia Parkway to the business district at Woodburn Avenue. 

The Taft-Moorman intersection is of particular concern to our neighborhood, as residents report 
frequent collisions at this site resulting in property damage, along with speeding and other 
dangerous driving behaviors leading to risks to pedestrians. It is also very close to the Moorman 
Recreation Area “tot lot” utilized by neighborhood children, and the intersection, while having 
well-marked crosswalks, has no other meaningful traffic control intervention, such as an all-way 
stop.  

Visibility at this intersection appears limited by the historic building at the northeast corner 
having been built to the sidewalk, impairing sight lines for drivers turning onto Taft from 
Moorman.  Just over one month before our approval of this letter, there was an injury crash at 
this intersection on August 23, 2024, and given the concerns frequently reported to our Assembly 
by nearby residents, collisions at this location are likely to recur. 

  



Additionally, there is generalized concern about speeding on William Howard Taft from 
Columbia Parkway heading towards our business district. This speeding predisposes collisions at 
the Moorman intersection to be more severe and potentially fatal to pedestrians. Taft in this 
section appears to have two striped westbound travel lanes, with the curb lane also used for 
parking. We request that the DOTE consider appropriate interventions to calm traffic along Taft, 
which may include: 

• Consideration of large curb extensions or bump-outs at the Taft-Moorman intersection to 
increase pedestrian visibility, improve sightlines for turning drivers, and to calm traffic 
on Taft. This may include segmental removal of the curbside travel/parking lane 
approaching the intersection. 

• Installing midblock “pinch points” or curb extensions in areas along Taft where the curb 
lane is not well utilized for parking. We understand that striping the parking lane may 
also reduce the tendency to speed 

• Conceptual redesign of the Taft-McMillan intersection to make it more compact, 
including removal of the slip lane. 

• Consideration of installing a raised intersection and all-way stop at the Taft-Moorman 
location, if consistent with engineering regulations and standards of practice 

Addressing these concerns along W.H. Taft, and especially at its intersection with Moorman, 
would be consistent with the “Live” objective of Plan Cincinnati, as improving the walkability of 
our neighborhood, and the “Connect” objective to redesign roadways to safely accommodate all 
users, which in this case would be making the streets safer for pedestrians crossing at an 
uncontrolled crosswalk.” 

Upon motion and second, the Membership of the East Walnut Hills Assembly voted to support 
this Community Budget Request. 
We sincerely appreciate your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Butterbaugh 
President, East Walnut Hills Assembly 
 

 Ryan Crane 
 Chair, Infrastructure and Pedestrian Safety Committee 



East Walnut Hills 

 The East Walnut Hills Assembly , Inc.  CINCINNATI , OHIO 
 PO Box 68050  www.eastwalnuthills.org 

Cincinnati, OH 45206 
 

October 4, 2024 
 
By electronic mail only 
Maria Dienger 
Senior City Planner 
City of Cincinnati / Department of City Planning and Engagement 
Two Centennial Plaza 
805 Central Avenue, Suite 720 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
RE: East Walnut Hills Community Budget Request 
Dear City Planning Staff: 
My name is Ryan Crane and I am the Chair of the Pedestrian Safety and Infrastructure 
Committee for The East Walnut Hills Assembly, Inc., which is the community council for the 
East Walnut Hills neighborhood. At the monthly meeting of the membership of the Assembly on 
Wednesday, October 2, we presented the following project for submission to the Community 
Budget Request process: 
“The East Walnut Hills Assembly requests support from the Department of Transportation and 
Engineering to conduct conceptual design and pre-engineering work for improvements to 
Victory Parkway north of East McMillan. This would be to the north of the current Eden Park 
Bridge and Victory Parkway Rehabilitation Project area. Specifically, we request evaluation of 
improved cycling infrastructure along this portion of Victory Parkway to connect to Wasson 
Way; improvements to the intersection of Victory Parkway and Madison Road; and 
consideration of right-sizing the road through a "road diet" or other appropriate improvement. 

Improvements to cycling infrastructure on Victory Parkway are consistent with both the City's 
Bicycle network plan and Plan Cincinnati. The Bicycle Plan identifies this route as a Phase One 
implementation target, and improvements to the Victory - Madison intersection are also 
identified as Phase One improvements.  

Victory Parkway in this section is potentially overbuilt, with room to “right-size” the roadway 
and to install high quality cycling infrastructure connecting both the East Walnut Hills and 
Walnut Hills business districts to Wasson Way. Evaluation of improvements to Victory Parkway 
would be consistent with the "Connect" objective within Plan Cincinnati, as a clear improvement 

  



to the multi-modal transportation network in the City, improving options for non-automobile 
travel. It would also foster the goal of creating a more walkable city by offering a traffic calming 
intervention on Victory, consistent with the "Live" objective in Plan Cincinnati. 

In evaluating Victory Parkway for improved cycling infrastructure, we request that the highest 
quality designs be considered, especially protected bike lanes. At the Victory - Madison 
intersection, we request that the DOTE consider removal of the slip lane from Victory to 
Madison Road, as this slip lane encourages unsafe driving behaviors heading into our business 
district at Woodburn. This intersection could be considered for a roundabout or other more 
efficient, compact design consistent with NACTO design principles, if technically feasibly and 
appropriate with respect to other regulations and engineering standards of practice.” 

Upon motion and second, the Membership of the East Walnut Hills Assembly voted to support 
this Community Budget Request. 
We sincerely appreciate your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Butterbaugh 
President, East Walnut Hills Assembly 
 

 Ryan Crane 
 Chair, Infrastructure and Pedestrian Safety Committee 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CODE OF REGULATIONS 
OF 

THE EAST WALNUT HILLS ASSEMBLY, INC. 

The Board of Trustees presents the following proposed amendments to the Code of Regulations 
to be considered as a Special Meeting of the Members of the Assembly to be held on 
Wednesday, November 6, 2024, at 7:00 pm, immediately prior to the November Monthly 
Meeting. Proposed additional language is marked in red with underlining. Proposed deleted 
language is marked in red with strikethrough. 

The Board of Trustees recommends the adoption of these proposed amendments. Amendments 
1-3 are needed to maintain our access to City funding. Amendment 4 is a housekeeping matter. 

AMENDMENT 1: To amend Article II, Section 2.1, to add a nondiscrimination statement, as 
required by the City of Cincinnati. 

Section 2.1. Qualification. Any person age 18 or older who resides, or owns 
real property, or regularly conducts business, in the East Walnut Hills community or who 
wishes to promote and support the activities of the Corporation and who pays dues set by 
the Board of Trustees of the Corporation (the "Board") shall be a member of the 
Corporation (a "Member"). Membership shall be open without regard to race, gender, 
religion, creed, national origin, sexual orientation, or nature of housing. 

AMENDMENT 2: To amend Article II, Section 2.3, to clarify the rights ofresidents to vote on 
certain subjects. 

Section 2.3. Special Voting Rights of Residents. Any person who is a resident 
of the East Walnut Hills Neighborhood but who is not a Member with voting rights may 
nevertheless vote at any meeting of the Members on any matter concerning the 
Neighborhood Support Program or any other issue open to the vote of residents of the 
East Walnut Hills Neighborhood by ordinance or regulation of the City of Cincinnati. In 
compliance with the provision of City of Cincinnati Ordinance No. 220-1989 at least 
once per year any group of at least at least five or more residents of the East Walnut Hills 
Neighborhood may require a special vote at which only residents of the East Walnut Hills 
Neighborhood may vote to determine whether persons other than residents of the East 
Walnut Hills Neighborhood shall continue to have voting privileges or be eligible to hold 
office. 

AMENDMENT 3: To amend Article II to add a new Section 3.4 (and to redesignate existing 
Section 3 .4 as Section 3 .5) to state explicitly that Assembly meetings are open to all residents of 
the neighborhood, to facilitate the special voting rights under Section 2.3. 

Section 3.4. Meetings Open to All Residents. All meetings of the Members 
shall be open to all residents of the East Walnut Hills Neighborhood, whether or not such 
residents are Members. 



AMENDMENT 4: To amend Article I to refine our definition of the neighborhood. For the 
most part, these changes are not intended to enlarge or diminish the current definition, but to 
eliminate ambiguity, fill in gaps, and correct editing errors. Please note that both the current and 
revised definitions include areas we consider to be under overlapping jurisdiction with the 
Evanston Community Council. 

Article I. The East Walnut Hills Neighborhood 

The term "the East Walnut Hills Neighborhood" shall mean the following 
geographic area: 

Starting on the center line west boundary of Victory Parkway as it crosses 
from Eden Park and extends along the center line west boundary of Victory 
Parkway in a generally northerly direction to a point corresponding to the 
center line of Merrimac Street south boundary of Hoffman School, then east 
along the center line south boundary of Merrimac Street to Woodburn 
A venue, then north along the center line of Woodburn A venue to a point 
corresponding_ with east-to the south east (or rear) boundary of parcels 
fronting on the south side of Fairfax Avenue, then east along the south 
boundary of such parcels in a generally westerly direction to the east 
boundary of Owl's Nest Park, then clockwise around the boundary of Owl's 
Nest Park to the intersection of Elmhurst A venue and extending across 
Madison Road, then along the center line of Elmhurst_Avenue to the west 
boundary of Torrence Parkway, then and continuing along the center line 
west boundary of Torrence Parkway to Columbia Parkway, then along the 
center line of Columbia Parkway to the west boundary of Kemper Lane, 
then along the center line west boundary of Kemper Lane to the point lying 
under the center line west boundary of Victory Parkway. 

2 
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