
THE EAST WALNUT HILLS ASSEMBLY 
MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, December 3, 2025 at 7:00 PM 
St. Frances de Sales School Cafeteria 

 

Agenda Item Discussion Vote 
Welcome Steve Ramos, President of the EWHA Board, called the monthly meeting to order at 

approximately 7:00PM.  Approximately 35 people attended the meeting in person.  No 
Zoom option was provided. 
 

None 

1. Assembly Minutes The November 5 General Assembly Meeting minutes have been posted on the website.   
Given quorum was not reached, the meeting minutes will be approved at the next meeting. 
 

N/A 
 

2. Cincinnati Police 
Report 

Officer Perry Locke presented the crime statistics for November. 
 
Crime Noted 
0 Rape 
0 Aggravated Assault 
3 Burglary/Breaking & Entering 
4 Theft from Auto 
4 Auto Thefts, and 
1 Personal Thefts 
 
As we are approaching the holidays, keep items in your trunk (out of sight) and do not 
leave keys in the car.  Additionally, since it is getting dark earlier, slow down while 
driving and be cognizant of kids walking to school. 
 
The new district two police captain, Captain Joe Richardson, introduced himself to the 
assembly.  He has 37 years of experience and looks forward to the new role.  
 
Captain Richardson highlighted the “power shift” concept, where officers overlap when 
starting/ending shifts.  Additionally, they are bringing in new officers from western 
Cincinnati and have an officer specifically focused on traffic violations (speeding, running 
lights, etc.). 
 
District 2 holds a Christmas dinner for seniors with District 4.  They are asking 
neighborhood councils for a donation to support the event. [The EWHA Board later 
approved this donation.] 
 
Officer Perry Locke: 513-979-4433; Email: perry.locke@cincinnati-oh.gov; 
Supervisor, Sergeant Sellers: 513-979-4470 
 

None 

3. Busch Recreation 
Center 

Ms. Vanessa Henderson presented upcoming events for the Bush Recreation Center. 
 
Ms. Henderson thanked the neighborhood for their continued support.  Some of the key 
events for the month include: 
 
• The community center is collecting coats and toys for the “Winter Wonderland” 

event on Saturday, December 20 from 10AM-8PM at the Madisonville Rec Center. 
• Free catered meals will be distributed to the first 75 families on Friday nights from 

6:30-8:30PM as part of the “Community Gathering Table” event. 
• There is a coat drive with free flu shots being held on Saturday at the Bush 

Recreation Center as part of the “Sharing the Warmth” event. 
 
Additional information on the above events and other Cincinnati Recreation Commission 
information is attached. 
 
Vanessa L. Henderson, Service Area Coordinator at Bush Recreation Center 
513-281-1286; cincyrec.org 
 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report Brandi Yoder presented the October Treasurer’s report on behalf of Vince Accorinti.  
There were no questions. 
 

None 



5. Membership & 
Communications 

Chris Davis presented. 
 
East Walnut Hills Assembly (EWHA) membership mailings went to the printer before 
Thanksgiving, so they should arrive within the week.  You can also renew your 
membership at any time online. https://eastwalnuthills.org/join-now/ 
 

None 

6. Events Duke Durfee presented. 
 
There was no neighborhood cleanup held on November 13 due to the snow. 
 
The monument at the bottom of Kemper Lane is missing.  Duke has a call into The Parks 
Department and they are looking into it. 
 

None 

7. Beautification Marilyn Richey reported. 
 
The new holidays wreaths were put up by volunteers in the EWH business district.  
Contact Marilyn and come down around January 6-7, weather dependent, to help take 
them down, if you are available. 
 

None 

8. Pocket Park Steve Ramos reported on behalf of Jinny Berten. 
 
As noted in prior meetings, the Pocket Park fountain is not working due to a construction 
error.  Efforts are underway, working with CMHA, to get the fountain working again. 
 

None 

9. Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute 
(OLLI) 

Steve Ramos reported on behalf of Kimberly Jacobs. 
 
Kimberly is collaborating with OLLI to design a class around history of the East Walnut 
Hills neighborhood and civic engagement.  Reach out to Kimberly if you want to be 
involved. 
 

None 

10. Business 
Association (BA) 

Deb Dereshkevich reported. 
 
Winterfest will be held December 12-13.  See attached flyer for more details. 
 

None 

11. The DeSales 
Community Urban 
Redevelopment 
Corporation (DCDC) 

Drew Gores presented for DCDC. 
 
The development at 1627 E McMillan, right next to the Husman House, went to the City 
Planning Commission on November 7 and received unanimous approval.  As a reminder, 
the house at the back of the property will remain and the developer will add three 
townhouses in the front of the property.  There was very good collaboration between the 
developer, neighbors, and DCDC.  This process was even highlighted by the Business 
Courier. 
 
The proposed developer for 1520 Madison Rd is expecting to complete due diligence by 
the end of January.  DCDC had initial informal contact with the developer, but it was 
informational only.  While the development purpose is unknown, it will likely be 
apartments. 
 

None 

12. Infrastructure Drew Gores presented on behalf of Mike Schott. 
 
The EWHA proposed funding a traffic calming study, utilizing TIF funding.  However, the 
City does not think TIF should be used for DOT projects.  The committee is therefore 
pivoting to look for alternate funding opportunities.  They are partnering with 
O’Bryonville, which has concerns with speeding.  In those efforts, we are supporting 
them, following their lead.  The committee is also looking at the federally funded Bridge / 
Victory Parkway project to see if there is an opportunity to expand the current scope 
slightly to include Madison. 
 

None 

13. Other Business Courtney Houser discussed Winter Operations.  The snowplow tracker is not working, but 
crews are out. 
 
Marvin Jackson talked to the Assembly about the Brent Spence Bridge Project.  In Q2 
2026, phase 1 should conclude, and phase 2 is expected to begin.  At peak, the project will 
employ 800-1200 workers.  Therefore, if you or someone you know is interested in 

None 

https://eastwalnuthills.org/join-now/


working on the project, there are many opportunities with the prevailing wage at 
~$30/hour minimum.  While construction and engineering skills are of particular need, 
there is also a youth program for those in high school and college as well as an 
opportunity for small businesses to support the workers. 
 
Essex Art Studios is having an art walk this weekend, December 5-6 from 6-10PM. 
 
There was a request to bring back a virtual option for the EWH Assembly meetings.  Steve 
will follow-up and look into options. 
 

Adjournment There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

None 

 

Assembly meeting pre-reading: Agenda, October 2025 Treasurer's Report, and November 5 Meeting Minutes. 
 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY WILL TAKE PLACE ON JANUARY 7th AT 7:00P.M. 
Meetings will take place at the St. Francis de Sales School cafeteria. 

 
Submitted by Brandi Yoder, Secretary 

Become a voting member of the Assembly by going to https://eastwalnuthills.org and signing up. 
 

 

https://eastwalnuthills.org/































