
THE EAST WALNUT HILLS ASSEMBLY 
MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, January 3rd, 2024 at 7:00 PM In-Person & on Zoom 
 

 
Agenda Item                     Discussion Vote 
Welcome Freeman Durham, President of the EWHA Board, called the Monthly meeting 

to order at 7:03 p.m.  Approximately 21 people attended the meeting in person, 
and 3 attended the meeting on Zoom. 
 

None 

1. Cincinnati Police 
Report 

Sergeant Linda Sellers discussed the crime statistics for December 2023 
(posted on the website prior to the meeting and attached). Sergeant Sellers 
highlighted automobile thefts as a central theme, with a continued issue with 
Hyundai in particular. The crime report reported 0 violent crimes, homicides, 
rapes, robberies, part 1 property crimes, and 0 theft from auto; one burglary 
suspected to be family related, 3 personal thefts, and 3 auto thefts. 
 
Captain Pettis mentioned smashed windows by juveniles in search of guns. 
Evanston saw crime wave of 46 cars in a single evening. No valuables stolen. 
It was encouraged not to leave firearms in vehicles overnight.  
 
Year over year metrics showed significant increase 2022 – 2023, discussion 
regarding 146% increase in Burglary B&E, Auto theft etc. With Auto thefts 
still up, it’s especially important to never leave car ignition key fobs in the 
vehicle or in the owner’s garage. Sgt Sellers encouraged the community to lock 
their car doors while warming up the vehicle.  
 
Officer Perry Locke: 513-979-4433; Email: perry.locke@cincinnati-oh.gov; 
Supervisor, Sergeant Sellers: 513-979-4470 
 

None 

2. Bush Recreation 
Center Report 

Vanessa Henderson presented. The informational flyer has been posted on the 
website.  
 
Events brought to attention for the Assembly: 
-New programs coming in Q1 2024 
-Seeking life guard applications for the summer, to open all the pools around 
the city; Reach out to 513-352-4000 aquatics for more information & 
applications 
-Updated Winter hours 11a-8p, and new CRC staff 
-Teen fitness 5-8pm Tuesday nights 
-Indoor walking MWF 11a-130pm 
-Pickleball offering Tuesday/Thursdays 1130a-130p 
-Senior Tai Chi 
-Pleasant Ridge Community Center Pickleball Competition on 1/12/24, 6p-
845pm; Call 513-731-7894 for more information 
 

None 

3. November 1st & 
December 6th 
Assembly Minutes 
 

Minutes were approved with one correction: in Hoffman School section, 
“Planning Commission” should be changed to “Planning Department”. 
 

Yes 

4. Treasurer’s Report.  Vince Accoriniti presented. Reviewing the November 2023 income and 
balance sheet, sent out prior to the meeting. No extra-ordinary income or 
expenses were incurred during this time period. Parking revenue is trending 
lower than budget forecast, but with the switch to the new app-based parking 
system, expenses are being directly offset against revenues. It was noted that 
membership dues beginning to come as well. Other contributions of $1750 
were for the Sue Fullen Memorial Bench. 
 

None 

5. Membership Chris Davis presented. Membership mailers are being returned and coming in. 
Updated membership list to be published in January. All Assembly members 
are encouraged to complete the membership sign up.  
 

None 
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7. Infrastructure Ryan Crane presented. Speed cushions are coming on Madison, on each end of 
Madison/Woodburn intersection and in front of the 7 Hills School. Comments 
from community members are tracked through the website and engagement is 
encouraged. 
 

None 

8. Parking Jeff Butterbaugh presented. The change from Passport to Premium Parking has 
been completed for the East Walnut Hills parking lots, with new signage being 
put up across both lots. 
 

 

9. Business 
Association 

Sara Siefring presented. Walk on Woodburn will be January 12th, 2024. The 
Business District is hosting a month-long drive, gathering cleaning supplies 
with collection boxes in the front of the stores to then be donated. 
 

 

10. Pocket Park Jinny Berten presented. The San Marco has been taken over by Touchstone, as 
the new property manager. Starting renovations in June, with the appearance of 
no one currently residing in the building. The Committee is hopeful to form a 
new partnership with this company, with an intention is to relandscape the 
pocket park. 
 

 

11. Development John McHugh presented. On the 3000 block of Woodburn, Onyx + East closed 
on its purchase of the properties and are in process of developing the 
foundations of the site now that they have site control. The Francis/Kemper 
demolition has largely been completed and will construction will slowly 
continue through the winter months until they are able to start the construction 
of approximately 40+ units. Weather permitting for both developments. 
Business courier posted that “6’N the Mornin’” is moving from Kenwood into 
the former Branch restaurant space. In Kenwood, it serves “soul food” 
breakfast & lunch. It plans to expand its menu and add nightlife. 
 

 

12. Hoffman School Drew Gores presented. The Planning Department is finding a time for the Staff 
Conference where the community is encouraged to participate. One of the 
central issues being discussed is parking and the neighborhood impact the 
proposed density will bring. 
 
Another issue is proposed height at 4 stories, or ~67 ft height. The closest 
building analogs for this street are only ~35 ft high at the DeSales Flats, and St 
Ledger, both at 3 stories. From the proposed drawings, this development is 
attempting to build a commercial height building in a residential neighborhood. 
With such a large development on 3.5 acres, it’s forecasted that 78% of the 
greenspace and currently permeable surfaces will be turned into impermeable 
surfaces. Setbacks at 10ft were discussed.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding private property rights. The property is currently 
RMX zoned, which would allow for 3 units to be built. A zoning change to 
Planned Development (PD) would take it out of current appropriate private 
property use. After the Staff Conference, the Planning Department will make a 
recommendation to the Planning Commission. 
 

 

13. OLLI & 
Communiversity 

Cate O’Hara presented. OLLI, a University of Cincinnati lifelong learning 
program is hosting its winter term. 160 kinds of classes; Art to zoology. 
 
Looking for more active participation in the community.  
 
Britney Fightmaster presented. Comuniversity, an organization of young 
professionals that host & teach evening classes, providing educational and 
profit-sharing opportunities for those interested in teaching or learning. 
 

 

Adjournment There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
 

 

   
 

  



Attachments: Agenda, Police EWH Crime Statistics, and November Treasurer’s Report 
 

THE NEXT EWHA ASSEMBLY MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON FEBRUARY 7TH 
AT 7:00 P.M. This will take place at the St. Francis de Sales School cafeteria. 

 
Submitted by Ben Strohm, Secretary 

Become a voting member of the Assembly by going to https://eastwalnuthills.org and signing up. 
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