
THE EAST WALNUT HILLS ASSEMBLY 

MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 6TH, 2023 at 7:00 PM In-Person & on Zoom 

 

 

Agenda Item                     Discussion Vote 

Welcome Freeman Durham, President of the EWHA Board, called the Monthly meeting 

to order at 7:03 p.m.  Approximately 27 people attended the meeting in person. 

The Zoom link was not accessible. The quorum requirements were not 

satisfied. 

 

None 

1. Cincinnati Police 

Report 

Officer Perry Locke discussed the crime statistics for August 2023 (posted on 

the website prior to the meeting and attached). Officer Locke highlighted Auto 

thefts as a central theme, with a continued issue with Hyundai in particular. 

Officer Perry Locke called out 1Rape, 1 Robbery, 5 Theft from Automobile, 2 

Personal Theft, and 4 Automobile Thefts which is down from earlier this 

summer. With Auto thefts still up, it’s especially important to never leave car 

ignition key fobs in the vehicle or in the owner’s garage. Officer Locke 

encouraged the community to lock or shut their garage doors while working in 

the yard as valuables inside may be left vulnerable. Officer Perry Locke: 513-

979-4433; Email: perry.locke@cincinnati-oh.gov; Supervisor, Sergeant 

Sellers: 513-979-4470 

 

None 

2. Bush Recreation 

Center Report 

Vanessa Henderson presented. Fall programs at the Bush Recreation Center 

began on August 17th, and participation is encouraged. These types of 

programs include Track & Field, Soccer, and Friday Pickle Ball. The center is 

offering pickleball coaching & classes on specific days. The Wellness Morning 

Walk is at 7a and is a 5K walk through the community, dates vary. Vanessa 

called out a request for if anyone in the neighborhood is looking for a position 

with the 911 Operators, as the city is currently hiring. 
  

None 

3. District 27 

Representative 

Rachel Baker 

 

State Representative Rachel Baker presented. Representative Baker introduced 

herself as the newly elected representative for our community in the State 

Assembly. After giving out her number and email address for ease of 

communication, Representative Baker went into a detailed report regarding the 

capital projects that have been funded as well as updates to school funding and 

the state budget at large. Two items of note were the new merit-based funding 

for High Schools to create a $5K/yr college tuition payment for the top 5% of 

Ohio students to help retain the talent pool locally; Then Representative Baker 

went into detail about the Capital Projects the state is funding and how to 

submit an application. Discussion ensued. 

 

 

3. May Minutes 

 

The June 7 Monthly Meeting Minutes were posted on the website. There being 

no quorum, approval of the minutes were deferred until next month’s meeting.  

 

None 

4. Treasurer’s Report.  Vince Accoriniti presented. Reviewing the July 2023 income and balance 

sheet, sent out prior to the meeting. No extra-ordinary income or expenses 

were incurred during this time period. Income was ~$28K, with Expenses 

totaling ~$6K; leaving the Assembly with an approximate $22K increase 

during this period. Total cash on hand and total assets, including the 

outstanding promissory note, is approximately $129K. 
 

None 

5. Events Committee 

Report 

Christine Johnson presented. There is now Tai Chi and Yoga in Owl’s Nest 

Park; dates vary, please see website & social media for details or reach out to 

Christine. The community trash clean up is Saturday October 7th with more 

details to come regarding location, please stay tuned for this announcement.  

Owl’s Nest Park is hosting JazzFest, its final concert event of the summer, on 

October 7th as well. JazzFest is going to run from 2-6pm and is going to have 

something for each family member or individual to enjoy.  

On Wednesday September 13th, the unique activity of Linoleum black carving 

and print ink to paper is happening in our community. 

None 
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6. Parking 

 

Jeff Butterbaugh presented. A breakdown of the ~120 spots that the EWHA 

manages and how they’re partitioned between Woodburn Ave & Madison 

Road. The Assembly’s transition of our parking vendor to Premium Parking 

has happened and it’s encouraged for all Permit holders to go through the new 

Premium Parking software and no longer through Passport. For any questions 

regarding permits or the changes in the system, please contact Jeff Butterbaugh 

via email. 
 

None 

7. Farmer’s Market Deb Dereshkevich presented. Reminded everyone of the market hours and 

dates. Fridays 3:30p – 7p through October 

 

None 

8. Pocket Park Jinny Berten Presented. The pocket park fountain has been flowing for three 

consecutive weeks thanks to a CMHA hired landscaper whose work is being 

assisted by Suzanne Fischer. CMHA has also committed to removing the 

crumbling benches and replacing them to ensure working assets in the bus stop 

and gazebo. The Remus & Romulus statue has been made and is waiting 

delivery, to then be installed where the original stood in Eden Park. 
 

None 

11 Development 

Committee 

John McHugh presented. Solstice has finally opened and has been quite full 

most evenings during the summer. Supporting local restaurants is encouraged. 

The committee attended the grand opening of the Woodburn Exchange, and the 

building is beautifully finished. As of now the retail space has not been 

finalized. Two new active development projects are happening in our 

community; 1. Corner of Francis Lane and Kemper Lane is expected to break 

ground in the beginning of 2024; 2. Onxy + East is in the final stages of taking 

site control over the Woodburn Avenue lots and is seeking to begin this month. 

The final work has been completed on the Purcell Marian stadium.  
 

None 

12. Scarborough 

Woods 

Cindy Star presented. At 1835 Wold Avenue there is an underutilized park 

named Scarborough woods, approximately 6.5 acres of trails and naturally rich 

biodiversity. The park is managed by the Park Board. We as a community are 

encouraged to go and spend time in this wonderful neighborhood asset. The 

park has become overrun with invasive plants and Cindy is seeking volunteers 

to come and help with the work of removal. Please go to 

PreserveScarboughWoods.org to find out more.  
 

None 

13. Other Business  Anna Albin introduced herself as an endorsed Democrat running for Cincinnati 

City Council. She currently sits on the Madisonville Community Council and 

has a background in activism around gun violence. Freeman Durham noted that 

as a 501(c)(3) we cannot endorse political candidates or give one candidate 

special time, and encouraged her to come in October to our Candidates Night 

with the Walnut Hills Area Council if she wished to make a broader statement 

of her positions and reasons for running. 

 

None 

Adjournment There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 

 

 

   

 

Attachments: Agenda, Police EWH Crime Statistics, Representative Rachel Baker’s Report, July 

Treasurer’s Report, and Restoration of Scarborough Woods One Sheet 

 

THE NEXT EWHA ASSEMBLY MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON OCTOBER 4TH 

AT 7:00 P.M. This will take place at the St. Francis de Sales School cafeteria. 
 

Submitted by Ben Strohm, Secretary 

Become a voting member of the Assembly by going to https://eastwalnuthills.org and signing up. 
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